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Traxx myſelf obliged to the Public 

for the confidence and encourage- 
ment they have beſtowed on me, ſince 
I made them a tender of my ſervices in 
the former edition of my critical enquiry 
into the nature and cure of Urethral 
Complaints, by which J am flattered, 
that a ſteady and diligent perſeverance 
to any particular object in my profeſſion 
will meet with a due return; and they 
judge wiſely who have ſaid, that to ar- 
rive at a perfect knowledge of any ſingle 
branch in ſcicnce, is of more uſe to ſo— 
ciety than a general {mattering in the 
whole: not that I wiſh the profeſſion 
ſhould be ſubdivided ; bur I aflert, that 
it is commendable in any one, where 
he finds a defect and obſcurity in a part 


of any one branch, there to employ his 
. whole 


E 1 
whole force of attention, and to ſupply 
the deficiency by minute application and 
obſervation : this will be a means of 
increaſing the power and importance of 
the whole. Surgery has undergone many 
revolutions; but notwithſtanding the 
vaſt ſtride to perfection that has been 
made in it within thele fifty years, there 
are many inſtances where the profeſſor 
can only be a compallionate ſpectator of 
an incurable cale, his knowledge but 
ſerves him to draw the melancholy con- 
cluſion, that ſo far he can go, but no 
farther. Here 1s the inroad by which 
ignorant pretenders creep into a com- 
munity; they make their attack upon 
the minds of the incurables, the credu- 
tous, and the de{ponding, and like leeches 
never quit their hold, until they have 
drained the conſtitution with the purſe. 
It is aſtoniſhing to me, how men in their 
lenſes can apply to ſuch; have they a 
| greater 
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greater claim to ſcience or literature who 
have ſtudied neither ?—1s there more ſe— 
curity in applying to a foreigner that we 
know not of, than to one whoſe educa- 
tion we may be informed of ?—whoſe 
connections we may learn? —lIs it likely 
that an adventurer of no fortune will 
deal out his ſervices cheaper than one 
ſurrounded by his family and friends, 
and that has every obligation to be ho- 
neſt? From whence ariſes this prevailing 
quackery ?— this flock of adventurers ? 
Is it becauſe a regular educated man, 
graduated in his profeſſion through all 
its extenſive and expenſive ſtages, fears 
to {ſtand forth leſt he be ranked in the 
fame claſs with thoſe I have been deſcrib- 
ing. I could dwell longer upon this 
evil, becauſe I have feen its effect; yet 
{ome of theſe are countenanced by ma- 

giſtrates and editors, 
With regard to the antiquity of the 
venercal diſcaſt in this country I am per- 
tuaded 
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ſuaded to believe, that it is to be traced 
as far back as there are vellum manu- 
{cripts treating of phylic to be produced; 
but as it is a matter of rather ingenious 
enquiry than uſeful, I ſhall not here enter 
into the requilite proots for this my opi- 
nion, but refer the minute reſearcher to 
two letters concerning the antiquity of 
the venereal diſeaſe, by Mr. William 
Becket, Surgeon, F. R. S. to Dr. Wil- 
liam Wagſtaffe, and by him communi— 
cated to the Royal Society: he will find 
there, that the authorities of John Arden 
and Thomas Gaſcoigne are too ſtrong for 
any incredulity to overturn; the latter 
of whom was Chancellor of Oxford in 


the year 1430. Any quotation from theſe 


two valuable letters would be deſtroying 
a maſterly compoſition; they may be 
found by turning to N? 357 and Ne 365, 
in the Philoſophical Tranſactions. 
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Ir diſeaſes of the Urethra have been, ſince 
the introduction of the Gonorrhcea into Europe, 
productive of ſuch alarming conſequences to the 
patients, and brought on them ſuch ſcenes of 
miſcry and diſtreſs, as the ſufferer alone is equal 
to deſcribe. Many of the ancients exerted their 
endeavours to remove the dreadful ſymptoms 


attending a ſuppreſſion of urine, but unfortu- 


nately the remedies they laid down carricd a terror 
B With 
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with them equal to the diſeaſe. The torture of a 
cauſtic blindly applied up the urinal canal, the 
hx morrhages brought on by rudely piercing the 
obſtruction, the ſpaſins excited from violent irri- 
tations, beſides other imprudencics, even to pe- 
netrating the partition betwixt the urcthra and 
anus, are proceedings, which boldneſs itſelf 
could not authorize, and humanity forbade. 
From the earlieſt hour of theſe diſeaſes to the 
preſent day, the Surgcon has been obliged to 
rely on his own ingenuity, and to proceed in the 
dark, for want of ſuflicient precedented rules to 
direct him in effecting a cure. The Bougie is 
talked of as a remedy in general terms; there is 
no doubt but it is a remedy, and a very radical 
one, when once the grand object is ſurmounted, 
that of getting over the obſtructions in the Ure- 
thra, and of gaining a patlage into the bladder. 
It is to effect this where the Surgcon is often 
bewildered and diſappointed, at a period when his 
credit and reputation is cminently at ſtake. This 
difficulty ariſes from an error in the preſent gene- 
ral practice, wherefore not all the opportunities 
that hoſpitals afford, have as yet enabled the 
practitioner to act with a degree of confident 
authority, or have they ſerved to removed that 

myſterious 
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myſterious veil that at preſent obſcures the ap- 
plication of the bougie. It is one thing to glide 
it up a ſmooth ſound Urethra, and another to 
overcome obſtruction after obſtruction; and Who 
will ſay, where there 1s a callous ſtricture or 
carnolity cloſe to the neck of the bladder, how 


long the bougie will be gaining a paſſage over it, 


or that it will be made to pals at all? It ſhall be 
my taſk to endeavor in this Treatiſe to remove 
the diſſiculty of the firſt introduction of the bou- 
gie, which I hope will be a means of drawing the 
attention of others to a vigorous preſeverance in 
overcoming a complaint the moſt diſtreſſing to 
the ſurgeon, the moſt dangerous to the patient, 
Almoſt every author, who has treated of the 
Urinal Obſtruction, hath agreed to its being 
brought on in general from a former virulent 
gonorrhœa, though there is no reaſon to doubt 
but that exceptions may be found to the con- 
trary, rare as they are; beſides the lodgment; 
of {tone or gravel, the Urethra is liable to other 
diſcaſes; the wonder 1s that they are not more 
common, when one conſiders the delicacy of its 
ſtructure and the number of glands of which it is 
compoſed. Many reaſons are aſſigned for the 
obſtructions produced through a former virulent 
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gonorrhea: the advocates for a cure by injec- 
tions condemn the treatment of thoſe who, by re- 
jecting topical applications, ſpin out the diſorder 
beyond a reaſonable time, by which the canal 
becomes relaxed, the excretory ducts yield an 
encreaſed diſcharge, or ulcers are formed on the 
orifices of them, or ſtrictures from the callous 
edges of theſe ulcers, which remain even after 
they heal, or caruncles, or bands croſſing the 
Urethra, or the other train of ſymptoms here— 
after to be deſcribed. On the other hand, thoſe 
who deny the ſafety of a cure by injections, re- 
coil the blame thrown upon them, by aſſerting 
that the urinal cataſtrophe derives its origin from 
injections variouily compounded, and at various 
ſtages applied ; by denying the propriety of offer- 
ing any ſort to ſo delicate a part as the Urethra 
naturally is, made more ſo by the ſtate of inflam- 
mation it then undergoes, when even an injec— 
tion of warm water excites pain, and when 
whatever may tend ſpecifically to deſtory the 
virus, muſt deſtroy its own effect by heightening 
the inflammation. On my part, I do not with 
to ſeek a diſpute with either party, and can rea- 
dily conceive that the urinal obſtruction may be 
or:giuated as well from the bad treatment on 


the 
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the one ſide as from the other. In a relaxed habit, 
violent purgings, bleeding, and other evacua- 
tions, will not, in my judgment, radically cure, 
no more than injections thrown up at the high- 
eſt ſtate of inflammation, both means will be in- 
effectual, if not very pernicious. Where the ſub- 
ject is languid, the circulation dull, the pulſe 
low and creeping, who would not wiſely en- 
counter prejudices, and give the bark, as well 
as mercurials, in ſuch a ſtate? Or again, on the 
other hand, if one ſort of injection is ſafe at any 
time (of which I believe few doubt *) it muſt be 
either at the immediate appearance of the gonor- 
rhœal ſymptoms, before they have extended 
their influence over the canal, and by a coup de 
main, as it were, deſtroying the cauſe before the 
eftects can come on: or another ſort, when the 
inflammatory ſymptoms are ſubdued, there re- 


From time and experince I am led to a conviction, that 
the only ſolid and rational mode of curing a Clap is by injec- 
tion; and it is no argument with me, that becauſe ignorance 
and quackery may do miſchief by their injections, that injec- 
tions are improper. No man, I truſt, who hath the leaft claim 
to the character of a rational being will pretend to aſſert, that 
becauſe he was hurt by injections by one, that they ſhould 
not be uſed by any; who condemns medicines in general, be- 
cauſe an individual hath been poiſoned py arſenic ? 
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mains a diſcharge of pus, or incontinence of 


urine, both which will often obtain under the 
hands of the moſt ſkilful and conſcientious prac- 


titioners. But how much ſoever I am convinced 


that the diſorders of the Urethra often ſpring 
from a wrong treatment, either by medicines 


received into the conſtitution, or by topical ap- 
plications improperly exhibited; yet, I believe, 
all will concur with me in aſſigning another cauſe 
for thoſe evils, and perhaps which 1s greater than 
cither, or both the others. The generality of 
thoſe who catch a gonorrhcea, are ſubjects of a 
very libidinous turn, given to drinking and 
debaucheries: they look upon the time they un- 
dergo in their cure as a greater hardſhip, in 
being reſtricted from their pleaſures, than in 
the real ſuffering they feel from the diſeaſe itſelf, 
They apply to their ſurgeon, receive relief. the 
ardor urinæ, chordec, and other inflammatory 
ſymptoms abated, trufting ta a good conſtitu- 
tion for perfecting the reſt, they return to their 
pleaſurable purſuits, as the gouty ſubject to his 
ſauces, after having overcome a fit; nay, there 
are many men of pleaſure about this town, who 
make a ſyringe a part of their pocket equipage, 
and who undertake to lay their own plan of fu- 
ture miſery. And here let me obſerve, that 1 
know 
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know of no argument ſo ſtrong againſt the uſe 
of injections, as that of the ſurgeon not being able 
to anſwer for the regularity of his patient during 
the uſe of them. It 1s not in human ſkill to 
guard againſt the evils that muſt follow to injec- 
tions, when the patient is continually keeping 
up a ſtimulus and irritation on the parts, by 
drinking hard, feeding without reſtraint, fitting 


up late at nights, and repeating his converſe 
with women, be they found or diſeaſed. 


I come now to give a ſhort anatomical de- 
ſcription of the urinal canal, in order to form a 
more diſtinct and clear idea of thoſe ſeveral ob- 
ſtructions, which, when formed, cauſe a ſup- 
preſſion of the urine, often divert the ſtream 
of it, and by which it makes a way through 
ſome fiſtulous channel, continually laying waſte 
and committing deſtruction on the parts along its 
unnatural rout. The inſide of the urinal canal 
is covered by an exquiſite fine and delicate mem- 
brane, very ſuſceptible, and full of capillary 
blood-veſlels ; on the ſurface of this membrane 
are found a great many little orifices, oblong, 
known generally by the name of lacunz, various 
in their ſizes: theſe lacunæ are the excretory 
ducts of as many ſmall glands ſpread up and 
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down the urethral ſubſtance: they paſs into 
the ſpongy ſubſtance of the Urethra to the con- 
vex ſide of the internal urethral membrane, and 
open obliquely from behind forward into the 
great canal; their edges are of a ſemi- lunar or 
creſcent form, on account of their oblique 
opening. There are two of theſe lacunæ deſcri- 
bed by Morgagni, which are more conſiderable 
than the reſt, ſituated near the glans penis, the 
one under the frœnum, the other near the foſſula 
navicularis. The gland near the frœnum, I have 
often ſeen inflame and come to ſuppuration, diſ- 
charging itſelf externally by two orifices on each 
fide of the froenum. Farther up in the Urethra, 
there are three conſiderable lacunæ, deſcribed by 
that ingenious and minute reſearcher Cowper; 
two of theſe lacunæ or duct: make a conſiderable 
rout through the ſpongy ſubſtance of the Urethra, 
directing their courſe to two glandular bodies the 
ſize of a horſe bean, of an oval figure, flat, and 
fituated on the two convex ſides of the ſpongy 
urethral ſubſtance near the ends of the crura pe- 
nis; theſe two glands are covered entirely by the 
muſcles, called acceleratorez urinæ; the third 
duct leads to a gland ſmaller than the two 
deſcribed, placed in the ſpongy ſubſtance of the 
Urethra, near the curvature, which the canal 

deſcribes 
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deſcribes under the pubis, and often opens by 
two orifices in the Urethra; in the cavity of the 
Urethra, towards its extremity, from without, 
inwards, ſeveral things offer very eſſential, and 
that demand our ſtricteſt attention. The pro- 
ſtratæ imply a plurality of glands, though only 
one in reality, of a ſhape like a cheſnut, ſitua- 
ted between the bulbous part of the Urethra 
and bladder, having its baſis towards the blad- 
der, and apex towards the Urethra; it yields 
a limpid, glutinous ſecretion, which is con- 
veyed into the Urethra by ſeveral excretory 
ducts. At the bottom of the urethral canal, lying 
within the proſtrate, and near the neck of the 
bladder, an oblong ovular eminence offers, ter- 
minating forward in 2 point called caput gallina- 
rinis, or verumontanum. This portion of ſub- 
ſtance is commonly perforated by one, ſome- 
times two or three orifices, which are the excre- 
tory ducts of the veſiculæ ſeminales; there is a 
valve to each of theſe excretory ducts. The veſi- 
culæ ſeminales are two bodies appearing like little 
_ bladders, ſituated under the bladder of urine, 
and on each fide the proſtrate; each of them 
can be drawn into one ſingle duct: they dif- 
charge into the Urethra, by the orifice, or ori- 
fices, above-mentioned, on the ſide of the caput 


C gall- 
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gallinaginis, or verumontanum. In ſearching 
into antiquity for the origin of this diſeaſe, 1 
find the ancients give the date of the urethral 
obſtructions, not immediately after the firſt ap- 
pearance of the virulent gonorrhœa. In the 
Venetian collection of the ſeveral writers on the 
yenereal diſeaſe, in which are included no leſs 
than ſifty- nine authors, the moſt ancient of all is 
Nicolaus Leonicenus of Vicentia, Anno 1497, 
an author, who lived at the period of the firſt 
introduction of this diſeaſe into Europe by 
Columbus's fleet, and two years before the ſiege 
of Naples. There are from his time of publica- 
tion to that of Johannes Baptiſta Montanus, no 
leſs than thirty-three authors, who wrote on the 
ſame diſorder, and are yet ſilent in the deſcrip- 
tion either of a gonorrhea, or any other diſeaſe 
of the Urethra. This Johannes Baptiſta Monta- 


nus of Verona wrote on the Lues Venerea, in 


the year 1550, and ſpeaks of a gonorrhcea, 
which appeared, among many other venereal 
ſymptoms, on a German nobleman who had put 


himſelf under his care. After him, to the time 


of Alexander Trojanus Petronius of Caſtile, who 
wrote on the venercal diſeaſe in the year 1565, 


there appears in this collection no mention of 
diſcaſes 
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diſeaſes in the Urethra, although there are nine- 
teen authors, whoſe productions are dated be- 
twixt the former and latter period. This author 
ſays, When a ſuppreſſion of urine is occaſioned 
by the ulcerous ſordities, or a caruncle in the 
“Urethra, emollient and detergent injections 
* muſt be uſed. All very ſharp things are to be 
* avoided, and even the uſe of thoſe that are but 


* moderately acrimonious is not to be long con- 
< tinued. In the mean time, while the urinary 


© paſſage remains obſtructed, all attempts made 
« by diuretics to promote the expulſion of urine 


« are very dangerous. If injections have been 


«© uſed to no purpoſe, the Urethra muſt be cleared 
« by a wax-candle or ſome ſuch inſtrument. In 
« caſe of a caruncle, gentle corroſives are to be 
introduced in a dry form, or by injection, ſuch 
« as one ſcruple of precipitate with two ounces 
« of barley-water. This is an effectual remedy in 
&« ſuch a caſe, and operates with the leaſt pain of 
« any corroſive that I know of #.” The idea 
this writer had of the diſeaſe of the Urethra, and 
the mode of treatment he laid down, perhaps, 
when the reader comes candidly to conſider it, 


* Vide Armſtrong's Synopſis, page 397. 
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will not be found to vary much from the preſent 
uſage, however diſtant that period was, and how- 
ever unexperienccd the practitioner muſt have 
been at the firſt appearance of a ſymptom totally 
foreign, and to elucidate the deſcription of which 
no, light had hitherto been thrown. Ambroſe 
Parry defcribes the caruncle to be generated 
either in conſequence of a ſharp acrimonious 


humour flowing from the proſtrate, or by a 


venereal infection, ſeparating their treatment and 
manner of cure; in order to remove the firſt ob- 
ſtacle, he adviſes a total abſtinence from venery, 
cautions againſt acrid corroding injections, and 
depends on the cure by emollicnts in the ſhape 
of fomentations, unctions, and fumigations; and 
by inducing the caruncle to biced, by repeatedly 
paſſing up the catheter. But if it. be occa- 
ſioned by the malignity of the lues venerea, he 
fays, that the ſurgeon will loſe his labour, if the 
patient does not obſerve a diet, ſuch as is pre- 
{cribed to thoſe in the lues venerea, takin g Inter- 
nally the Guaiacum, andanointing the perinzzeum 


and whole yard with the antivenereal ointment. 


(Of the neceſſity of antivenereal remedies taken 


internally for diſorders in the Urethra, I ſhall 
ſpeak hereafter.) He begins his attack upon the 


caruncle 


Fat} 


caruncle by lacerating with a ſharp-pointed ſilver 
wire, concealed in the catheter, and paſſed up 
the Urethra, and by afterwards applying ſuch 
topical remedies as may effect a cure by deſtroy- 
ing the fungus, all tending to a cauſtic quality, 
He deſcribes the method uſed by the ſurgeons at 
Montpelier, who prepared a corroſive ointment, 
ſpread over very fine rags, wrapped it about a 
wax candle, and thruſt it into the Urethra; they 
afterwards drew out the candle, and left the end 
of the rag hanging out of the penis. Others 
made a wax candle very ſlender, but with a ſtiff 
wick, the end of which was medicated with eſca- 
rotics, which was worn until the caruncle was 
conſumed ; alſo rods of lead thruſt into the paſ- 
ſage as thick as it would ſuffer, which ſerved to 
dilate it, and keep the ulcers from corrupting 
each other: theſe rods of lead were beſmeared 
with quickſilver, and kept in day and night. 
Laſtly, epulotic injections, for drying away any 
humidity that diſtilled from the penis. Wiſeman, 
who was ſerjeant ſurgeon to King Charles the 
ſecond, treats very largely on the diſeaſe of the 
Vrethra, and bas been particularly attended to 
by moſt of the Engliſh authors, who have wrote 
ſince his time on the lues venerea. There is no 

reaſon 
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reaſon to doubt but this man took a great deal of 
pains to improve the art of ſurgery in general; 
he was eſteemed and imitated by his cotempo- 
raries, and recommended to poſterity as the beſt 
Engliſh chirurgical writer at that time, barbarous 
as he was. Unfortunately for him, he ſets out 
wrong, and defines a virulent gonorrhcea to be 
an involuntary emiſſion of ſeed, occaſioned by 
venom contracted from an unclean woman: 1 
« know, ſays he, with a cunning ſort of aſſurance, 
& that Bartholinus hath made a gonorrhcea to 
ce be nothing elſe but an ulcer of the proſtrate, 
« which opinion is ſufficiently confuted by Dr. 
« Wharton, who gives him the inſoluble objec- 
< tion of the tumour of the teſticles, which hap- 
ce peneth always upon the untimely ſtopping of 
« jt,” Then he throws in an old proverb, By 
tc the pounding up of the water, it is eaſy to find 
„which way the current came.” I own the laſt 
obſervation to be a digreſſion, and foreign to my 
purpoſe; but I was ſtruck with the abſurdity of 
his theory, and could not help paying it the 
compliment he has done to Bartholinus's. One 
would have thought it might have been puzzling 
to this author to have deviſed a cauſe for the 


urethral obſtructions, as he had at the firſt onſet 
given 
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given a fallacious deſcription of the virulent 
gonorrhcea ; but his ingenuity in ſome meaſure 
makes atonement for his errors, and however 
wrong he was in the cauſe, his definition of the 
effect at leaſt marks him as a man for reſources, 
He aſcribes the diſeaſes of the Urethra to a carun- 
cle and carnoſity, and makes the latter to be a 
conſequence from the neglect of the former. He 
ſays, © Caruncles are a ſort of looſe fleſh ariſing 
in the Urethra, frequently in the time of a go- 
* norrhcea, by reaſon of an eroſion made by 
ce that virulent and acrid matter; but if (ſays he) 
e at any early ſtage the cure be neglected, ſome 
cc drops of urine, or in coitũ, the ſeed remaining 
“ amongſt theſe caruncles, heateth the part, 
and increaſeth their growth, and not only ren- 
& ders them callous, but at length the whole 
“ ductus, and then it is called a carnoſity, which 
« ſtraitening the paſlage, ſtops the virulent mat- 
cc ter in its motion, whereby it is forced back to 
& the ſeminals, in which caſe the teſticles for the 
c moſt part do ſuffer,” 


This great author deſcribes with difficulty the 
urethral obſtructions, as if he really felt an im- 
perfection in accounting for them; the obſer- 

vations 
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vations are related like a communication of what 
he is rather doubtful of the propriety, than 
as thoſe that give an aſſurance of a doctrine 
not overcome the obſtructions by means of a 
wax candle and emollients, he conveycd cauſtics 
to the part by means of a canula: if after over- 
coming one obſtruction, another offered, and the 
canula could not paſs up to it, he made uſe of the 
leaden probe; in his own words, © he anointed 
« firſt, paſſed the probe up to the caruncle, and 
e then by preſſing on it, broke it off; you muſt 
« expect, ſays he, a bleeding, and it is not done 
« without pain, the Urethra being of exquiſite 
<« ſenſe; that pain is ſometimes accompanied 
e with rigor and fever: if a flux of a virulent 
© matter be accompanying the ſtranguria, the 
e laſt remedy is falivation.” The ſame author 
recites afterwards many caſes, ſome of which 
terminated happily, though amongſt them there 
were ſeverities put in practice, which at this time 
would not altogether have been thought war- 
rantable; particularly the caſe in his tenth obſer- 
vation, where his friend, Mr. Edward Mullins, 
and he dilated the Urethra, throughout the 
whole paſſage to the neck of the bladder, to no 
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purpoſe, as the urine never afterwards paſſed per 
urethram, but flowed from a puncture, made pre- 
vious to this general operation in perinzo, cloſe 
to the neck of the bladder. I ſhall not attempt 
to deſcant upon the theory and manner Mr. 
Wiſeman treated the diſeaſes. of the Urethra ; it 
is ſufficient at ſuch a date, as in the reign of 
Charles the Second, that we have ſo exact a mode 
laid down by one who appears to have been in 
full practice, and whoſe merit, one would pre- 
ſume, had elevated him to a ſphere where he 
profited from the beams of royal favour. It is 
a certain fact, as the art of ſurgery in general 
improves, the ſeverities of it are ſoftened; and 
we hope, that a {till leſs demand will be made 
for inſtruments, as it advances further to perfec- 
tion. In all countries where the arts and ſciences 
have arrived to a degree of excellence, the ſtruc- 
ture of them has been founded upon the can- 
dour of their ancient reſearchers; they have 
been as much indebted to thoſe who have re- 
lated their miſcarriages, in any fort of attempt 
to the improvement of knowledge, as where the 
ſucceſs of others hath proved exemplary, by 
opening a path for the advancement of an art 
whereby it has with rapidity arrived to emi— 


nence, The man of genius not only makes an 
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allowance for the defects of his anceſtors, but 
turns them to his advantage, as the traveller, 
who is deſtined to a certain ſpot, conſults with 
his map, in order, by a compariſon of the dif- 
ferent routs, to make choice of that which is 
the molt pleaſant, and gives him the readicſt diſ- 
patch : their crrors ſtand as marks of caution to 
the inquirer, as the rocks in the chart do to the 
mariner, not to be followed, but avoided. I 
would wiſh to make an eternal diſtinction in 
criticiſm, betwixt the man that gives a hitiory of 
plain truths, free of ſiniſter views and decep- 
tions, and him that endeavours to charm you 
into a perſuaſion, who omits the inconvenience 
attending his theory, and praiſes it, not becaute 
praiſe ſhould follow; but by an impoſition at- 
taching a ment to it, in order that it may be 
more generally adopted, and to anſwer a purpole 
as Mercenary as wicked. 


That learned and great reſcarcher into the 
human machine, Boerhaave, throughout his pre- 
face to the Aphrodiſiacus, appears to be ſtruck 
with aſtoniſument at the hydra-headed ſymptoms 
ot the lues vencrea in general, but he paints his 
proguollics from no part more tragical than that 
vi the conlegucences of obſtructions in the Ure— 

thra. 
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thra. The abilities, greatneſs of ingenuity, and in- 
defatigable attention of this truly famous phyſi- 
cian want no panegyriſt, his works are the beſt, 
theyſ peak for themſelves; his candour was above 
all intereſt, he pointed his ſhafts at every thing 
that was hurtful to the animal body, and if they 
were now-and-then glanced awry, we may truly 
ſay of him as the philoſophers do of Des Cartes, 
that he was great even in his errors, He makes 
four ſpecies of gonorrhcea, of what we now-a- 
days would term one, only attended by aggra- 
vated ſymptoms of virulency, produced on the 
Urethra by time, neglect, bad management, &Cc. 
« There is a fourth gonorrhcea (ſays he) which 
„ diflers in ſhape from the reſt; for after the 
„ virulent matter has, by the paſſages already 
C defcribed, reached the proſtratæ, it waſtes their 
e ſubſtance, and melts it down into a very plen- 
ce tiful maſs of virulent pus. This diſcaſe fome- 
times takes its rife from other gonorrhceas, 
“long continued, but chieily from often re- 
„ peated ones. It diſcovers itſelf by tumours 
«© upon the perinzum, frequently by a very 
« troubleſome iſchuria, a plentiful diſcharge of 
e ſub-putrid pus, and a iuppuration of thoſe parts 
„ hardly to be topped. A malignant incurable 
« ulcer very often breaks out upon the peri- 
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c næum; ſometimes too the parts all round the 
<« ſituation of the proſtratæ are moſt miſerably 
c ulcerated, by which means the neighbouring 
e parts are deſtroyed and become a very ſhock- 
ce ing ſpectacle. But one of the moſt common 
ce ſymptoms of this diſeaſe is, that frequently 
te thoſe miſerable patients, all at once, and with- 
* out any manifeſt cauſe, are ſeized with a ſup- 
% preſſion of urine; whence they are tortured 
« with a great many painful and fruitleſs at- 
* tempts to make water, while at the ſame time 
there is no admiſſion for the catheter to relieve 
them that way. At laſt, after a long torment, 
&« ſome quantity of pus on a ſudden makes its 
« way out of the orifice of the Urethra; a little 
& after which the urine is diſcharged without 
e difficulty, till the ſame miſchief returns again. 
* I have ſometimes ſeen this diſeaſe, and you 
«© cannot but be ſenſible what a hard matter it is 
* to accompliſh a cure. Here ſalivation has its 
ce place, and here all the remedies recommended 
<« againſt the forementioned kinds of gonorrhea 
„ muſt be very diligently applied.” 


The theory of the above learned author being 
from the beginning an hypotheſis of his own, we 
ſhall gain but little improvement from his me- 
thod 
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thod of cure; he ſuppoſed that the ſubcutaneous 
fatty cells were the nidus of this diſeaſe, that the 
membrana adipoſa was diſtributed all over the 
body, even to the privities, eyc-lids, &c. There- 
fore from an opinion of this ſort it is not to be 
wondered that he does not even hint at the uſe 
of bougies, or thinks of any conſequence topical 
applications. His conſidence was built on thoſe 
remedies that would empty the adipoſe cells, and 
by evacuating the fat they contained radically 
extirpate the venereal virus. And therefore, 
however juſtly elegant and pathetic he has de- 
{cribed the ſymptoms of the urethral diſeaſes, vet 
we cannot look up to him for a remedy. Let it 
then ſuffice, that ſuch a deſcription of the diſeaſe 
from Bocrhaave ſtands upon record as a diili- 
culty for thoſe of a future age to call forth all 
their attention to deliberate on and remove. 
Dionis, a ſurgeon of the firſt eminence at 
Paris, in his demonſtration of chirurgical opera- 
tions, page 146, enters into a diſcuſſion of ure- 
thral obſtructions, and ſeems to attribute all the 
cauſe to callous ſcars which ſtraiten the paſſage 
of the urine, diminiſh the ſtream of it, and hin- 
der the probe from paſling up the canal. Theſe 
ſcars, he ſays, are produced from one or more 
gonorrhœas, and their cure 1s performed by con- 
| ducting 
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ducting a cauſtic to the diſeaſed parts by means 
of a wax-candle, which will deſtroy the old cal- 
lolity, remove the ſtricture, and give an opening 
tor the wax-candle to purſue its rout into the 
bladder. The obſtruction being overcome, the 
ſore 1s to be healed and a leaden probe continued 
until the paſſage becomes free and open. This 
famous author denies flatly the exiſtence of a 
carnolity, and gives for a reaſon, that after many 
dilizent obſervations, by opening bodics charged 
with being afllicted with this complaint, he had 
not met with one that really was ſo, nor had he 
met with any chirurgeon (worthy of credit) that 
ever aſſirmed to have ſeen one. I am ſenſible it 
could not have eſcaped the ingenuity of this 
great man, that it was very poſlible for a fun- 
gus to have exiſted in a living ſubject, which 
would not be diſcernible after death, had he 
been inclinable to have favoured the theory, ſo 
common an obſervation as the diflerent appear- 
ances of the ſame fungi before and after death 
on any part of the human body would not have 
been wanting to him. The truth of the matter 
ſeems to be, that the treatment of this diſorder 
at that time, and ſince in Paris, has been in the 
hands of p ctenders to noſtrums, to which rot- 
ten part of the profeſſion Dionis owed no good 
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will; nay, long before his time, he tells you of 
Jean Baptiſt Loyſeau of Bourdeaux, who was 
called to Henry the Fourth, to cure him of a 
carnoſity, that he dreſſed him, and accordingly 
did cure him, and was rewarded with the poſt of 
chirurgeon to his Majeſty. This ſtory, ſays he, 
though very memorable, does not prove the ex- 
iſtence of carnoſities; it indeed diſcovers that 
Monſieur Loyſeau acted the ſecret- monger and 
played the mountebank in publiſhing his per for- 
mance without mentioning either the means or 
remedies which he uſed ; and as he was ſilent in 
the eſſential part, ſays he, I ſhall take the whole 
to be apocryphal. Upon the whole I am of opinion 
that what Dionis has ſaid on this ſubject has 
thrown neither light on the nature of the diſcaſe, 
or on the mode of cure; he contracts the cauſe 
to a ſimple calloſity, and preſcribes a remedy 
that I humbly conccive would rather aggravate 
than cure: it is to remove a {car brought on by 
the venereal virus, by ſubſtituting one from a 
cauſtic; I think the reader will agree with me, 
when I ſay that the cicatrix of a cauſtic will 
always be at leaſt as contractile as that of a 
venereal ulcer ; therefore the only eſſential that 
ſcems to be wanting in this caſe is a ſpecies of 
bougie, capable of paſſing over and dilating the 
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obſtruction, which, according to a very inge- 
nious author, will loſe of its power to contract 
in proportion as it is ſtretched or dilated, When 
I ;begin ſpeaking of Monſ. Daran, I endeavour 
in a more eſpecial manner to diveſt myſelf of all 
that partiality which in general prevails either in 
a criticiſm on the conduct of a friend, or the 
theory of an author, as it is too apt to caſt a falſe 
glare over their actions or productions, and to 
hurry him who pronounces upon them into a 
{tile of enthuſiaſtic flattery, or illiberal reflec- 
tions. Such an author can be of no good conſe- 
quence to the public ; be he a man of abilities, he 
miſleads much to their prejudice ; be he other- 
wiſe, he degrades himſelf below the aim of criti- 
ciſm and becomes worthleſs. Monſ. Daran de- 
ſerves praiſe and blame. Praiſe in having firſt 
formed the medicated bougie ſimilar to what is 
now in uſe, blame in having profeſſed to perform 
with it more than reaſon or truth will allow. I 
would wiſh to make all allowance for Mon. 
Daran's pompous diction and pretenſions to in- 
fallibility, becauſet he faſhion of his country and 
the obſtacles of quackery, which are prevalent in 
France, require more forcible conviction amongſt 
even the more rational part of them, than in 


England, where we are guided more by the laws 
of 
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of trath and reaſon, and where the ſenſible part 
at leaſt can be ſatisfied with the poſſeſſion of a re- 
medy that will ſerve one good turn, without 
tacking to it an unlimited excellence in a cata- 
logue of different caſes, different in their nature. 
Monſ. Daran performs as many feats with Eis 
bougie as Breſlaw would with his cups and 
balls, and all to the wonderful a/tont/hment of thoſe 
who look on him; and with a ſenſe of feeling 
peculiar to himſelf, can determine with the 
point of a bougie the very nature and ſeat 
of a diſeaſe at the remoteſt part of the urethral 
canal, can effectually cure all ulcers and ſcir- 
rhoſities there by the ſuppurative power of a 
bougie, which bougie he confeſſes to be through- 
out uniformly compounded of the ſame mate- 
rials. In all ages, there have been myſteries 
credited, when they could not be meaſurcd by 
reaſon, and this 1s an addition to the ſtock. I have 
tried Monſ. Daran's bougies and thoſe of Mr. 
Sharp, and know not to which to give the pre- 
ference, ſo equal are they in their effect, and ſo 
deficient are both of them in overcoming an ob- 
ſtruction in the Urethra, on the firſt introduc- 
tion, Yet as Monf. Daran was the firſt who well 
moulded a bouzie into the ſhape now in uſe, it 
was undoubtedly an improvement -and worthy 
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of reward. All ſurgeons will allow that Monſ. 
Daran's or Mr. Sharp's bougies are perferable to 
the lcaden probes which were formerly in uſe, 
and which have ſince been juſtly exploded. They 
allow that a piece of linen worked to a proper 
reſiſtance, and at the ſame time proper pliability, 
and armed with a medicinal effect, is preferable 
to a metallic probe for the cure of urethral ob- 
ſtructions. This improvement is due to Monſ. 
Daran, and though ſimple not the leſs valuable; 
it was an inſtrument in his hands that gave him 
the preference over all his cotemporaries, and ſo 
far he was juſtiſiable in keeping the ſecret within 
his own breaſt : nor will he be arraigned for the 
profit that has been derived from his invention. 
But when a man publiſhes abroad not only the 
groſſeſt abſurdities, but impoſſibilities in the 
name of real facts, and in the ſame performance 
there is to be found (contradictory as it is) ſome 
new truths and thoſe of great value, it becomes 
the candid critic to winnow the chaft from the 
corn, that the remaining ſtock, however ſmall, 
may be more valuable and wholeſome. 


I can at the ſame time ſay, that Monſ. Daran 
has merit in improving the bougie, and profit 
from it, whilſt I can accuſe him of aſſertions 
that do Eim no honour or credit. Ile ſays that 

hi 
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his bougie will act on a diſeaſed Urethra, and 
not on a ſound one; that it will produce a diſ- 
charge from fungi or calloſities in a diſeaſed Ure- 
thra, when a delicate found one will be inſenſible 
to its effect. He has publiſhed to this purpoſe: *< 
The operation of my remedy is conformable 
* to this, the looſe fungous fleſh is by it melted 
* down and ſuppurated, the ſound remaining 
* untouched. Let it not be imagined that I 
attribute an intelligent power to it; if it acts on 
c the diſeaſed rather than or the ſound parts, it 
js becauſe the firſt is of ſuch a nature as to be 
affected by the active particles of my remedy, 
* whereas the latter is guarded againſt their ac- 
* tion by the internal membrane of the Urethra; 
© beſides, theſe ſame active particles ſtir up and 
c ſet in motion the virus, which generally re- 
© mains clogged up and inactive in thoſe fun- 
* vous ſwellings. There is no wonder then 
e that my remedy ſhould act upon them without 
having any effect on thoſe which are in a ſound 
« ſtate, This is proved beyond contradiction by 
e an experiment which I will put in practice as 
* often as deſired. I will introduce one of my 
* ſounds into the Urethra of a healthy perſon, and 
<« will leave it there a ſufficient time for it to act on 


the glandulous bodies of which it is compoſed. 
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J will then remove it, and the keeneſt ſight 
£ ſhall not be able to perceive upon it the leaſt 
e drop of foreign moiſture. I will then imme- 
&« Giately paſs the ſame ſound into a. diſeaſed 
& Urethra, and in leſs time than it had remained 
& in the ſound one, it will be charged with a 
* purulent matter, furniſhed by the diſeaſed 
„part of the Urethra.“ In another place he 
ſays, © It ſo far aſliſts the contractile powers 
e of the ſibres, as by diſſolving and ſetting afloat 
* the hardened juices which are confined in 
* the callous edgcs of ulcers, it enables them to 
clear themſelves from them, but it does not 
* act as bracers do by itrengthening and con- 
* tracting them, but by melting down the juices 
impriſoned in the edges of the ulcers, or in the 
„ fungous or callous excreſcencies of the Ure- 
„ thra, which, as I ſaid before, ariſe upon the 
* ulcers, and form upon them a ſort of cruſt, 
* which is the diſcharge of purulent matter.“ 


With regard to the tenderneſs and lenity of 
Monſ. Daran's bougie towards a ſound Urethra 
and effect on a diſeaſed one, I do aver that even 
one of wax paſſed up a ſound Urethra, and con- 
tinued there for a ſmall ſpace of time, will be 
charged with an additional ſecretion, merely as 
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an heterogeneous body, however mild, and will, 
if repeated, continue ſo to irritate the part, as the 
more it be applied, the more will be that ſecre- 
tion; ſuch will be the effect of any foreign ſub- 
ſtance paſſed up the urinal canal. I do not make 
this obſervation to decry the uſe of bougies, be- 
cauſe this evil is very ſmall in compariſon to the 
good they do; but to convince Monſ. Daran's 
advocates that in this inſtance he is palpably 
wrong. If it is worth while to unravel the other 
myſteries concealed in the above quotation, for 
all ſeems to be myſtical, I will give my opinion 
upon them in a few words. That as Monſ. 
Daran's bougie is ſo confeſſedly harmleſs, and as 
it “ gradually melts down and ſets afloat the 
* hardened and confined juices in the callous 
edges of ulcers,” it acts as all other lenient di- 
geſtives; and hence we may account for the ſuc- 
ceſs of a mild digeſtive plaiſter in the ſhape of a 
bougie over the urethral obſtructions. It acts on 
a carnolity by compreſſion rather than other- 
ways, by reducing the fungus ſo that the mem- 
brane of the Urcthra (or what ſupplics the loſs of 
it) may heal over and thereby bind it down. As 
we ſee daily the inſtance in a ſore on the ſurface 
of the body, where there is a fungus, nothing 
will aſſiſt a cure more than prefſure, and when 
once the artificial Kin grows over, the ſore is 
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effectually healed. Notwithſtanding the carnoſity 
will often prove obſtinate becauſe the preſſure may 
not be equal, or becauſe ſome virulency may be 
remaining. It acts on the callous ulcer as a di- 
geſtive plaiſter would on the ſurface of the body, 
and attention 1s only to be paid towards the effec- 
tually deſtroying the virus in order to perfect a 
cure. It acts on the contracted cicatrix merely 
from a counter-reiiſtance, as is ingeniouſly de- 
monſtrated by Mr. Sharp, in his obſervation on 
chirurgical operations. Thus will one bougie 
very happily anſwer different intentions upon 
the molt rational ſuppolitions; I ſay happily, be- 
cauſe it is not every man that is confeſſedly ſo 
adroit as Monſ. Daran, and that when the ob- 
ſtruction is very far up in the Urethra, can deter- 
mine at the firſt or perhaps at all, which of the 
ſeveral diſeaſes he may have to encounter. But 
what ſhall 1 ſay to the ſcirrhoſity of the proſtrate 
gland, verumontanum, or the other glandular 
bodies? will the all-powerful bougie ſucceed 
here? the ſame bougie may athit, if it can be 
paſſed over the obſtruction, but I believe the 
judicious practitioner will at the ſame time 
make uſe of a warm bath, or partial va— 


pour of hot water; he will apply a mercurial 


friction as near outwardly to the part as poſlible, 
and be confident at the ſame tune that internal 
altcrative 
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alteratives muſt be requiſite to a cure, the bou- 
gie will only have a ſhare in ſuch a caſe: but 
Monſ. Daran, if he practiſed this method or a 
ſimilar one, has forborne to ſpeak of it, leſt it 
ſhould leſſen the conſequence of the bougie. I 
am afraid that the judicious theoriſt will ſuſpect 
with me upon the whole, that Monſ. Daran has 
riſked his reputation by an endeavour to elevate 
his ſubject and heighten its conſequence, that 
he has thereby intoxicated his ſenſes, and as 
Horace expreſſes it, follens vacuum plus nimiò glo- 
ria verticem, has left him defenſible by none. 


I ſhould not do a good ancient author juſtice if 

I was not to remind the reader, that Col. de Vil- 
lars was the firſt who deſcribed the ſort of bou- 
gie, which Monſ. Daran brought to a proper 
pliability and reſiſtance; but as all improve- 
ments are {till open to ſome imperfections, thus 
it ſtands with the bougies in preſent uſe, they 
are very deficient in perviating the obſtructions. 
When firſt the patient applies for the care of a 
ſurgeon, if the obſtruction be ſo very great that 
the urine cannot be permitted to paſs but drop 
by drop, and that not at regular times, but con- 
tinually as from a leaky veſſel, and when upon 
the committing any intemperance a total ſuppreſ- 
ſion 
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ſion enſues, whatever method of treatment bids 
fairer to paſs over theſe obſtructions, and give a 
free egreſs to the urine, and that almoſt imme- 
diately, I preſume will be throught an improve- 
ment worth the attention of the diſeaſed, there 
being no complaint more painful, more acute, 
or more inſtantaneouſly dangerous. The evils 
that attend the bougies, when made ſmall, are, 
that they have not ſufficient force to make their 
way through the obſtructions, that they imme- 
diately bend and become uſeleſs, being wanting 
of a proper elaſticity. If they are compounded 
of materials that ſerve to ſtiften them and give 
more reſiſtance, they then become too brittle to 
de uſed at all with ſafety. This is the real ſitua- 
in which the bougies of preſent uſe are found; I 
mean only when they are applied to overcome 


the firſt obſtructions; and though to prove effec- 


tual they ſhould immediately make way through 
the obſtruction, yet ſometimes they are weeks, 


nay months in effecting it. With regard to the 
larger bougies, when once the obſtruction is 
perviated, and one of them can paſs with caſe, 
thoſe uſed in common, with the addition of 
Monſ. Goulard's improvement, undoubtedly 
bid the faireſt to confirm a cure. And few there 
are that will not be recovered of this grievous 
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42-1 


complaint, when the ſkill of the ſurgeon and the 
regularity of the patient go hand in hand. 


Amongſt all the Engliſh authors from the begin- 
ing of the venereal diſeaſe in Europe to the pre- 
fent hour, no one has made a clearer diſtinc- 
tion of the ſeparate diſeaſes of the Urethra, and 
laid down a better plan for ſucceſs in the re— 
moval of them than Mr. Sharp; with the temper 
and penetration of a man of genius, he carries 
his enquiries through all the ſeveral cauſes of ob- 
ſtruction, and gives them their ſeparate defini- 
tions. The theory of Mr. Sharp, in his critical 
enquiries, will be found ſo perfectly to coincide 
with my own, that it would be fruitleſs to ſay 
more of it, as far as relates to the cauſes of ob- 
ſtruction. I ſhall therefore proceed to conlider 
the imperfection of the bougie, as it appears in 
his deſcription on the firſt introduction of it only. 
Beſides the inconvenience that I pointed out 
before of the ſmall bougie being too weak for 
reſiſtance in a pliable ſtate, and too brittle in a 
more ſtiff one, I ſhall produce other objections 
to the primary ule of it from a quotation of Mr. 
Sharp. 


He ſays, © There are a great many whoſe diſ- 
& order 1s 10 deſperate as to render them unkit for 
Þ erer 
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every other buſineſs than that of their cure. l 
have had ſeveral of them under my care, who 
«© wore the bougic almoſt the whole time, night 
and day without intermiſſion, as they withdrew 
* one, introducing another; and if it does not 
„ ſtimulate too much by this conſtant appli- 
cation, it is certainly a prudent ſtep; for the 
more ſuppuration is procured, and the longer 


«+ the Urethra is kept diſtended, the more likely 


it is that the cure will be radical.” 


The too general obſtructions that hinder the 
paſſage of the bougie through the Urethra, being 
the carnoſity and callous ſtricture, it appears 
hence neceſſary from the uſe of theſe bougies, 


that they muſt bring the one or the other to a 


ſtate of ſuppuration before they can perviate or 
get over them, and before the larger ones can 
gain admittance home to the neck of the bladder. 
Now I weuld wiſh to enforce to the candid en- 
quirer, that this ſuppuration which is brought on 
for the cure of a carnoſity or ſtricture, is totally 
from a neceſſity that the bougie may paſs home 
into the bladder, but not a requiſite in the re- 
moval of either. The ſuppuration in this in- 
ſtance takes place, becauſe the bougie cannot 
make its way without it; but that docs not at all 


argue, 
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argue, that it ſhould take place in order to effect 
a cure. Where there is a ſuppuration, there is 
great pain and confinement; and if a bougie can 
be ſo far conducive to an efſectual cure without 
theſe inconveniencies, the ſole purpoſe of this 
little work will be anſwered. 


After having thus given a ſhort ſketch of the 
ancient methods that were taken to cure the 
urethral obſtructions brought on by the venereal 
diſeaſe, and continued them up to the preſent 
time, I ſhall proceed to an enquiry into the cauſe 
of an habitual ſtrangury, in which 1 ſhall not be 
found to vary much trom Dr. Aſtruc, Mr. Sharp, 
and ſome others, whoſe works plainly evince 
that they are not wrote by the han:! of prejudice, 
they moved in a more laudable and generous 
ſphere, with a conſcious pleaſure of conveying to 
the public the 1dcas of true ſcience and indefati- 
gable attention. Paſling over a ſtrangury that 
may be brought on by a ſtone in the bladder, or 
in the Urethra, or that which may be produced 


by an ulcer in the bladder, or on the neck of it, 


unconnected with venereal virulency, 1 ſhall pro- 
ceed in my deſcription to that from virulent ob- 
ſtructions. The ſtrongeſt ſymptom of an habi- 
tual ſtrangury is a diminution of the ſtream of 

| F 2 urine 


— — Ip 


1 


uring whih makes its way through the pen is, 
ſometimes in a {mall ſingle ſtream, but oftener in 
two, and ſometimes in many ſcattered and con- 
fuſed ſtreams, and ſometimes drop by drop, and 
that incontinently, the patient all the while 
ſtraining unnaturally, tedious in the expulſion of 
his urine, often having a throbbing on the glans 
penis, and a frequent deſire to make water from 
a ſtimulus brought on by over-ſtraining, which 
produces great uneaſineſs. Whenever a due re- 
gularity is exceeded either in diet, exerciſe, 
watching, venery, or what elſe, where the body 
is inflamed, or the paſſions are agitated, a total 
iſchury, or ſappreſſion of the urine often enſues, 
accompanied by ſymptoms very painful, alarm- 
ing, and ſometimes fatal. The complaint 1s 
then become too ſerious and too acute for delay, 
recourſe muſt immediately be had to bleeding in 
large quantities where the ſubject will bear it, 
fomentations, clyſters, and above all the warm 
bath; it will be in vain to attempt the paſlage of 
the catheter, as the introduction of the ſmalleſt 
ſubſtance will be denied until a proper relaxation 
15 brought on by the means above deſcribed. Pur- 
gatives ought to be uſed with great caution, as 
they are apt to excite thirſt, and to encreaſe the 
heat and ſtimulus on the part already in a ſtate 

of 
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of inflammation, Diluents ſhould not be dealt 
out with too much liberality in this complaint, 
as they will increaſe the urinal ſecretion, the 
warm bath will amply ſupply their ſtead, without 
their ill conſequence. A repetition of the above 
means generally operates ſucceſsfully, but ſome- 
times it is found ineffectual. When, at the ex- 
piration of three days, or according to the indi- 
cation of the ſymptoms, the uſe of theſe means 
have proved fruitleſs, and the paticnt continues 
in unremitting pain, delay will be dangerous. 
A puncture muſt be made into the bladder, and 
the urine drawn away, obſerving to keep the 
canula in the opening of the bladder made by the 
puncture, till ſuch time as a paſſage is obtained 
per urethram, and the bladder has recovered 
its contractile power, which is often rendered 
paralytic by over diſtenſion. After having over- 
come the violence of the above ſymptoms, they 
are again and again liable to return as the pa— 
tient breaks out into farther intemper mce, whilſt 
the urethral obſtruction remains uuobviated. The 
bars in the Urethra, which prevent the urine paſſ- 
ing in a full ſtream, are diſtinguiſhed into ſeven 
ſpecies. Firſt, the caruncle or fungus, ariſing 
trom a degencrated ulcer, where a part of the 


internal membrane of the Urethra is deſtroyed. 
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Second, a callous ſtricture or hard contraction 
of the Urethra, from a former ulcer cicatrized. 
Third, callous ulcers ill digeſted, yielding va- 
rious coloured diſcharges from any part of the 
Urethra, or excretory ducts of the proſtrate 
gland or ſeminal veſicles. Fourth, an enlarge- 
ment of the verumontanum, -intruding too 
tar into the Urethra. Fifth, an ulcer or ſcir— 
rhoſity of the proſtrate or veſiculæ ſeminales. 
Sixth, a ſpongineſs of the ſame parts; and 
Seventh, ligamentary bands from the inoſcula- 
tion of ulcers in oppoſition to each other around 
the urethral canal. The caruncle is a ſpongy 
fleſhy ſubſtance, intruding into the Urethra, 
whereby it hinders the free paſſage of urine, capa- 
ble of enlarging from any thing that may irritate 
and inflame it, produced from an ulcer in con- 
ſequence of a gonorrhcea, as any other fungus 
on the external ſurface of the body. It appears 
in ſome ſubjects almoſt immediately after the 
gonorrhœal ſymptoms are over, and authors 
have aſtirmed, that in others months, nay years 
after a contracted gonorrhea, the caruncle has 
been found to produce its firſt effect; but I am 
ant to conclude that in the latter caſe, it is more 
probable that the diſeaſe is a contracted Ure- 
thra, and not a fangns, The exiſtence of a 
caruncle 
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caruncle or fungus in the Urethra has been a 
bone for contention amongſt the French ſur- 
geons, particularly Dionis, de la Faye, and ſome 
others, who could never diſcover the leaſt trace 
of a caruncle in the Urcthra after death, where 
the ſubjects had fallen victims to a venercal 
ſtrangury, but their opponents weighed them 
down by truth and argument, and there are few 


now that deny the reality of a caruncle, however 
they differ in the definition of it. 


Monſ. Goulard, in his very ingenious treatiſe 
on his favourite invention, the Extractum Sa- 
turni, does not deny the exiſtence of a caruncle, 
but defines it ſo different from all other authors, 
that he appears to have given part of the ſame 
name to another difeaſe; by a very metaphyſical 
way of arguing he tells you, that the ſpongy 
ſubſtance of the Urethra is confined within its 
proper bounds as nature has placed it by means 
ot the internal urethral membrane antagonizing 
it. This being the caſe in a ſtate of health, when 
the internal urethral membrane becomes enfee— 
bled at any certain point, there the ſpongy ſub— 
ſtance oppoſite to that point reſiſts the fibres 
which give way, diſtend, lengthen, and are 
puſhed forward into the cavity of the canal; 
from whence ariſes a little tumour that he calls 


a ſpungoug 
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a ſpungous carnoſity. What gave riſe to this 
ſuppoſition of Monſ. Goulard was the difficulty 
he found in accounting for the exiſtence of a 
fleſhy ſubſtance in the Urethra, where nothing 
like fleſh in the natural ſituation of theſe parts 
is to be perceived. © Car, en premier lieu, le 
& mot de carnoſite, pris dans ſon etymologie, Wexprime 
& autre choſe qu'une excroifſance charnue, ou une ele- 
vation formee par des chairs fongueuſes : or, per- 
& ſonne a-t-il jamais demontre dans le canal de PU re+ 
* tre quelque partie charnue qui puiſſe donner naiſ- 
& ſance à ces ſartes d"excroiſſances et de fongoſitès? 
« 1! eft donc certain que les carnofites de PU retre, 
& en prenant la choſe a la rigueur des termes, comme 
i eft important de le practiquer en medecine et en 
chirurgie, wexiftent que dans Pimagination,”” To 
diſſent from fo ingenious and valuable an author 
as Monf. Goulard, without giving my reaſons, 
would be very unfair, and productive of no 
good, therefore I will put in my objections to 
his theory of the exiſtence of a carnolity but in 
the imagination. And here I am ſorry to find 
that the above author has loſt ſight of a principle 
in ſurgery, as invariable as the riſing of the ſun or 
any other common courſe of nature. We all know 
in a ſtate of health that a bone is covered with a 
membrane, where no fleſh intrudes, and where 
there 
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there appears nothing of the property of fleſh; 
but when once this bone becomes diſeaſed and 
an exfoliation takes place, the firſt appearances 
that conſtantly offer, are granulations on the 
part. Or, when the throat be cut, the cartilage 
divided never unites, but the chaſm is often filled 
up with granulations of fleſh, Monſ. Goulard 
muſt allow that the natural appearance of the 
conjunctive coat of the eye is as void of fleſh as 
the Urethra; but when this membrane is attack- 
ed with a venereal ophthalmy in particular, does 
it not produce a quantity of fungus ? If there be 
no fleſhy ſubſtance naturally in the Urethra, he 
muſt allow that there are blood-veſlels; and 
granting that, whenever the part has been diſ- 
eaſed the fungus may follow. 4 


The callous ſtriture obtains, when there has 
been one or more large ulcers in the Urethra, 
which are entirely healed, yielding no diſcharge, 
ſometimes accompanied with a ſcirrhoſity of the 
adjacent parts. Theſe ulcers having healed with- 
out the intervention of any internal application 
to keep the diſeaſed part of the Urethra from 
contracting, leſſen the diameter of it. This ſort 
of ſtricture is deprived of the ſecretion the reſt 
of the Urethra naturally enjoys; as the patient 

G advances 
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advances in age the calloſity thickens, and, 
aided, by the natural diſpoſition of a cicatrix 
formed from a malignant ulcer, will, wichout 
ſome preventive means, tend to the cloſing up 
the canal. It is the opinion of the learned Mr. 
Sharp, that a cicatrix on any part of the body 
acquires the diſpoſition to contract in proportion 
to the neglect of a counter reſiſtance; as when 
the palm of the hand be burnt, if the fingers 
during the cure are not extended by means of a 
paſteboard or ſome ſuch proper ſubſtance, the 
contracting power of the cicatrix will inevitably 
clinch the fingers, 


Callous ulcers ill digeſted and yielding various 
coloured diſcharges from any part of the Ure- 
thra, or excretory ducts of the proſtrate gland, 
or ſeminal velicles; theſe ulcers remain after a 
gonorrhea, where it has been neglected or ill 
cured, almoſt always attended with a hardneſs 
around them, which is eaſily to be felt by the 
fingers externally, the diſcharge from them is 
more or leſs, and kindly or malignant, in pro- 
portion to the habit of the patient or manner of 


his living. The farther they are ſeated up the 


Urethra, the more liable they are to bring on an 
iſchury, upon any intemperance whatever. Some- 
times 


" 
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mes the diſcharge from them has all the marks of 
1 virulent recent gonorrhea, both as to colour and 
quantity, the ulcers then being in a ſtate of in- 
flammation, the ardor urinæ will be alſo a ſymp- 
tom, and often accompanied with blood. The 
moſt powerful diſtinction betwixt the aggravated 
appearances of a callous ulcer and recent gonor- 
rhœa that I can ſuggeſt is, that the inflammatory 
{ſymptoms of the former will give way much 
ſooner than the latter; but the diſcharge from 
the ulcers will ſcarce ever ceaſe, until ſome ap- 
plicable remedy comes into contact with them. 
It has been diſputed, whether the diſcharge from 
theſe ulcers carry with 1t any venereal infection, 
many ſurgeons are inclined to think it does not, 
but the very doubt ſhould induce me to caution 
a patient from depending on the innocence of 
the diſcharge, at leaſt I will venture to affirm, 
that although the generality of thoſe ulcers may 
not be infectious, yet ſome are, which will not 
yield to topical applications without the aid of 
internal alteratives. 


The enlargement of the verumontanum 1s 
alſo a cauſe of the urethral obſtruction. This 
part, like the reſt of the Urethra, is frequently 
inflamed and ulcerated, or eroded in a virulent 
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gonorrhœa, and when the inflammation is not 
totally reduced and the ulcer effectually deter- 
ged, it will degenerate into a warty fungus or 
callous ſubſtance, which will obſtruct the urine 
in proportion to the quantity of either, and the 
manner of life the patient adopts. 


Whenever in a virulent gonorrhcea an intenſe 
ardor urinæ is felt near the anus, it is beyond a 
doubt a token of the diſeaſe having reached the 
excretory ducts of the proſtrate gland and veſi- 
culæ ſeminales. When, if thoſe parts have been 
frequently injured by repeated gonorrhceas, or if 
in the attempt to a cure, they have been impro- 
perly treated, the diſeaſe will make a deſtructive 
progreſs, hence fiſtulous and callous ulcers and 
ſcirrhoſities both of the gland and veficulz ſemi- 
nales. The ſeat of the diſeaſe being ſo remote, 
there becomes a difficulty of applyirg effectual 
remedies, and it often happens that a fiſtula in 
ano joins in the event. In ſuch a ſituation, they 
cannot fail of being a certain cauſe of obſtruct» 
ing the urine, 


Or, where venereal ulcers have eroded and 
deſtroyed any of the ſubſtance of the proſtrate 
or parts adjacent, a luxuriant fungus will often 

ſprout 
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ſprout up there, and in ſuch quantity as to be 
alſo a cauſe of obſtructing the urine. 


Laſtly, Mr. Sharp has diſcovered by diſſec- 
tions, that where ulcers have been nearly in oppo- 
ſition to each ather in the Urethra, they have 
inoſculated and produced bands which croſſed 
trom the one to the other, and are conſequently 
2 cauſe of obſtructing the urine, 


Thus is the current of urine leſſened and ob- 
ſtructed by one of the cauſes above deſcribed ; 
the ſame may be ſaid alſo of the ſemen. There- 
fore neither of them can paſs through the Ure- 
thra, retaining their free and proper courſe, but 
are obſtructed in proportion to the obſtacles they 
meet in it. The diameter of the urinal paſſage 
being leſſened, a greater force becomes requilite 
for the expullion of the urine; hence the patient 
will ſtrain and increaſe the effort according to 
the reſiſtance the urine finds in the Urethra: the 
ſtream of urine, preſſing hard againſt the ob- 
ſtruction in the Urethra, will be divided in its 
paſſage through it. Theſe diviſions interſect 
each other, and preſerving their ſeparate courſes, 
paſs out in two or more, and ſometimes in ſcat- 
tered, confuſed ſtreams, and thoſe weak and 


dripping, 
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dripping, from a well known principle in phyſics, 


that any fluid paſſing from a narrow canal into 


a wider, will move proportionably ſlow to the 
narrowneſs of the canal from whence it flowed ; 
hence the urine no longer deſcribes that arch, 
when it is diſcharged, as it formerly did, where 
the paſſage was uniformly equal. Whenever 
from intemperance or any other cauſe the urine 
becomes heated, it will excite a pain in the ob- 
ſtructed part of the Urethra, from whence a fre- 
quent or perpetual dyſuria is found to be a con- 
comitant to obſtructions. The ſenſation of pain 
being produced from the nerves, and thoſe 
of the Urethra being ſo intimately connected 
with the nerves of the bladder, a conſtriction of 
the neck of the bladder will be brought on by 
ſympathy ; the bladder will empty itfelf, not in 
a continued ſtream and at diſtant periods, but 
will be frequently ſoliciting a diſcharge: the 
urine will be forced away, with much ſtraining, 
in very ſmall quantities, and in very quick ſuc- 


ceſſions; the neck of the bladder, from the irri- 


tation, will become exquiſitely ſenſible, and yield 
great pain with every drop of water. If a dyſu- 
ria is brought on by inflamed ulcers of the ve- 
rumontanum, or proſtrate, or veſiculæ ſeminales, 


the pus flowing from the ulcers will generally 
| tollow 
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follow the expulſion of the urine, and that in in- 
creaſed quantities, and thinner than in common; 
but if the obſtruction is cauſed from caruncles or 
ſcirrhoſities, no other diſcharge will follow, but 
mucus from the Urethra and neck of the bladder. 


The ultimate evils attending the ſeveral ob- 
ſtructions in the Urethra commonly appear after 


the patient has for ſome time diſcovered a dimi- 


nution of his ſtream of urine ; therefore it is no 
wonder, that he is often found dilatory in taking 
any ſtep towards obtaining relief; he ſeldom re- 
ſigns himſelf to the care of his ſurgeon, as long 
as he continues free of any complaint that ſub- 


jets him to danger; when he has been once 


ſnatched from the imminent ſymptoms of an 
iſchury, he is always glad to embrace the 
opportunity for undergoing a radical cure. | 
ſhall now procecd to lay down a method tor ct- 
fecting this, as the iſchury will always threaten 
a return upon every exccis that may be after- 
wards committed, or even trom any accidental 
cauſe, as long as the obſtruction in the Urethra is 
ſuffered to remain, and here I feel myſelf par- 
ticularly intereſted, from a certain conviction of 


the rectitude of the meaſure I ſhall adopt, that 


it overweighs with me all arguments ig favour 
| of 
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bf the bougies in preſent uſe, ſo far as they are 
made the inſtrument of overcoming the obſtruc- 
tion in the firſt ſtage of a cure. Thoſe in the 
practice of ſurgery, as well as thoſe who have 
ſubmitted to the uſe of a bougie, know that the 
firſt attempts of paſſing it beyond the obſtruction 
will prove ever impoſſible; they alſo know, that 
this paſſage 1s obtained by repeatedly introdu- 
cing freſh bougies up to the part of the Urethra 
where the obſtruction is, and there confining 
them by ſome ſort of contrivance, that their 
preſſure againſt the obſtruction may ſuppurate it 
and melt it down ; and it is with ſubmiſſion that 
I preſume no ſurgeon, tender of his reputation, 
would be hardy enough to apply a bougie that 
was ſolely to act by ſuppuration, as it appears to 
me an utter impoſſibility, that a bougie uni- 
formly compounded of ſuppurative materials 
can remain in the Urethra without doing as 
much violence to the ſound part of it as to the 
diſeaſed; the conſequence of which would be 
more diſtreſſing than if the diſeaſe had been left 
to its natural event. Without having recourſe 
to phyſical argument, I will ſpeak to the expe- 
rience and reaſon of every individual, who 
knows that no part of the human body is more 
ſuſceptible, none more irritable : it is that ſuſ- 
| _ ceptibility 
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ceptibility of the Urethra that yields ſuch titula- 
tion in its natural ſtate, and ſo much pain when 
irritated by any foreign or accidental cauſe. 


From hence I would wiſh charitably to con- 
clude, thatt he bougies which are termed ſuppu- 
rative, only bring about that effect by their preſ- 
ſure on the obſtruction, by ſo far impeding the 
circulation in the diſeaſed part, as to induce it to 
ſlough away. It muſt be allowed, that in a 
ſeries of time, theſe means will prevail, and a 
cure will be effected; but it mult be allowed alſo, 
that it will be tediouſly brought about, and 2s it 
will be made to appear that this ſuppuration is 
an unneceſſary act, ſo far as it is applicable to a 
cure, ſo mult it be accompanied with pain both 
injudicious and wanton. As I before obſerved 
of the bougies in preſent uſe, when they are 
made ſmall in order to paſs over the obſtruction 
ſo as to act upon it, by preſſing down the ſides 
of it, they are both wanting in elaſticity and re- 
ſiſtance: in elaſticity, as immediately when they 
are paſſed home to the obſtruction they break 
and become uſeleſs; in reſiſtance, from their ſel- 
dom ſucceſs whenever an attempt is made to 
paſs them: they ſtop where it is only neceſſary 


for them to begin ; for did they but once over- 
H come 


E 


come the obſtruction, that preſſure would turn 


to the proper account and anſwer all the pur- 
poles that human wiſdom would wiſh. Mr. 
Sharp allows that the cure of a caruncle is often 
effected by preſſure only, and that ſuppuration 
ſeldom takes place, where the bougie only paſles 
to the obſtruction, and not beyond it. He con- 
ccives alſo that the callous cicatrix loſes of its 
contractile power, by being kept upon the 
ſtretch. | 


If the body be in a good ſtate of health, free 
of the venereal taint, a bougie of the moſt 
ſimple ſort will deterge and heal an ulcer in 
the Urethra, when brought into contact with it, 
as will diachylon plaiſter on any part of the body 
where there is no malignant cauſe to prevent 
it. As to the incruſtations upon ulcers, which 
Monſ. Daran treats of, in a part diſpoſed ſo 
much to humidity and continually waſhed by 
urine, uninfluenced by air, I believe theſe ſeldom 
obtain. Thus far it appears that the ſuppura- 
tive power of the bougie, as well as the neseſſity 
of it, is or ought to be always out of the. queſ- 
tion; and that when an increaſed diſcharge fol- 


lows a ſuppurative bougie, it is in conſequence 
of the irritation it brings on all the urethral 


membrane, 


5 
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membrane, and of the preſſure of it againſt the 
obſtruction. In order to obviate theſe unneceſ- 
lary effects my wiſh is, when firſt 1 go about a 
cure, to paſs up the Urethra the ſmalleſt catgut 
{0 far medicatcd as to do no miſchief by an aſ- 
perity of the point of it. This ſeldom or never 
fails gaining a paſſage home to the bladder, 
when neceſſary means have been previouſly 
taken to prepare the patient by temperance in 
eating, drinking, and exerciſe, and by a uſe 
of the warm bath. Granting that the urine is 
only diſcharged drop by drop, the catgut by 
being medicated, and by the precautions above 
laid down, will prove ſucceſsful. And although 
a cure is ſtill to be effected, yet upon drawing 
the firſt of theſe bougies from the Urethra, the 
urine will come away almoſt in the natural 
ſtream, and every alarming and dangerous ſymp- 
tom will be hereafter diſmiſſed ; another is im- 
mediately introduced without pain or difficulty; 
by the humidity of the Urethra the catgut be— 
comes pliant, ſo that the progreſs of cure is re- 
tarded, or are the parts the leaſt incommoded, 
whether by erections of the penis in the night, 
or by moderate exerciſes indulged in the day. 
Other properties of the medicated catgut bou— 
gie are, that from the elaſticity of it, it is net- 
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ther too weak to reſiſt, or does it loſe of its 
power by bending on an attempt to introduce 
it. In quality, it is ſimple and innocent, and poſ- 
ſeſſed of the power of iwelling when moiſtened as 
the medicated ſponge is, without any ſenſible ef- 
fect or ill conſequence whatever; it brings away 
no other diſcharge, than what the natural ſecre- 
tion affords, and dilates the obſtructions without 
pain, and effectually. Neither is it found to irri- 
tate the urethral membrane or neck of the blad- 
der, ſo as to bring on thoſe ſolicitations of urine 
the other bougics do on their ſirſt introduction. 
Upon withdrawing one of theſe bougies, which 
will be when the patient wants to urine, another 
is paſſed of a degree larger, and the ſize is con- 
tinually increaſed, until a free choice offers ot 
introducing any other ſpecies of bougie of what 
ſize and of what property foever. This may be 
effected by diligent perſeverance in the courſe of 
a few days, and at the end of that time, without 
inflammation or {uppuration, the grand obſtacles 
will be ſurmounted and the way will be paved for 
confirming a ſolid cure, | 


When once an iſchury is got over, it rarely hap- 
pens that a patient can be in a worſe ſtate, than 
in that of the urine coming away drop by drop: 

a a{tulous 


[ 6: 1 
a fiſtulons opening might have been made 
through ſome part of the perinæum, which I leave 
to be treated as laid down by athers that have 
wrote on the ſame complaint, As I would wiſh 
to advance nothing but facts, I am, upon that 
principle, at hberty to cleclare, that be the ob- 
ſtruction in any part of the Urethra, ſo that the 
urine 1s only diſcharged in the ſmalleſt propor- 
tion, the medicated catgut has never failed over- 
coming it, and that almoſt immediately. Monſ. 
le Dran recommends the ute of the catgut bou- 
gie in the beginning of a cure, and gives it the 
preference over all other methods. I cannot 


think how his practice, in this inſtance, came to 


be neglected ; unleſs it was becauſe its ſimplicity 
brought it into diſgrace, it not being inveloped 
with any thing dark or myſterious: like the dog 
and the ſhadow, the iurgeons plunged themſelves 
into doubts in ſcarch after Mont. Daran's fecret, 
of imaginary value, and left a poſiefiion Moni. 
ie Dran had laid down tor them. 1 will here 


furniſh the reader with an anſwer to a cale given 
in for the opinion of Mon. le Dran. * A man 
of fifty years old, having ſupped in company, 
« (lrank a little more than ordinary, is attacked 
in the night with a ſuppreſtion of urine, and 
„ immediately has reſource to you: note, tha the 

5 « had 
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& had a clap in his youth, in the cure of which 
< he made uſe af drying injections. He has been 
« cured a long while; nevertheleſs he has per- 
« ceived, that ever ſince that time the ſtream of 
e urine was ſomewhat ſmaller than before. What 
js to be done?” Anſwer, © As this new diſ- 
e temper is probably occaſioned by a phlogoſis, 
« or znftammation of the neck of the bladder, 
4 


* 


the patient ſhould immediately have the catlic- 
ce ter introduced, that the bladder may not loſe 
& its power of contraction, by the filling and diſ- 
« tenſion of it. Soon after he ſhould be bled 
« twice or thrice, at ſome diſtant hours, to take 
off the ſwelling at the neck of the bladder : 
ce but according to the account of the patient's 
& manner of making water, previous to this new 
„complaint, it is pofſible that the catheter can- 
not be pafled far into the Urethra, as probably 
« it may become narrower at the bulb, or the 
«© neck; or poſſibly the proſtrate being ſwelled, 
„and perhaps inflamed, may form an obſtacle 
ce to the introduction of the catheter into the 
& bladder. On this ſuppoſition, the firſt thing 
& to be done, while endeavours are uſed to abate 
the inflammation, mult be, if peſltble, to make 
* a paſſage for the catheter, by enlarging the 
canal by the uſe of bougies capable of dilat ing 
it. 
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*1t, For this purpoſe, thoſe made of catgut 
« ſeem to be moſt proper, becauſe, though very 
* {mall, they will not ſoften in the canal by the 
« heat of the part, as thoſe do which are made 
« of taffeta or linen. They will likewiſe ſwell 
« with the moiſture, which the others will not 
do, and by this means, increaſing their thick- 
© neſs, will dilate the paſſage without violence 
e or uneaſineſs to the patient; in ſuch a caſe as 


© this, it is ſometimes a long while before the 


« bougie can be paſled as far as the neck of the 
* bladder; conſequently if it is made of waxed 
<« linen or taffeta, it will be heated and ſoftened 
« ſo that it will bend, and not be ſtiff enough to 
© open the paſſage to the neck of the bladder; 
« but the catgut ones are a long time before 
& they grow ſoft.” Monſ. le Dran has favoured 


us with four caſes more, and all with the ſtrong- 


eſt recommendations of the above means; neither 


does he think any other ſort of bougie neceſſary 


even to the confirmation of a cure. But as 1 
would not be ſeen to ſtrip the coat of all its lace, 


I ſhall be content with having ſhewed the pre- 


ference and utility of the medicated catgut bou- 
gie in firſt overcoming the obſtruction, and ſhall 
now proceed with a method for effecting a cure. 
Upon withdrawing a medicated catgut of a large 


degree, 
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degree, a bougie will be permitted to paſs with 
the greateſt caſe, and with the ſuppoſition that 
the cauſe of obſtruction be a caruncle only, no- 
thing more remains than to prevent that again 
from protruding in the Urethra ſo as to bring on 
a return of the dyſury. To do this I would re- 
commend the uſe of a {tiff bougie, capable of re- 
ſiſtance, and compounded of the moſt ſimple ma- 
terials; to Which I would add a requiſite quantity 
of Monſ. Goulard's extract; the proportion of 
which is about half an ounce in a dozen bou- 
gies. As the expectation of a cure only depends 
upon a preſſure on tlie caruncle, which in con- 
junction with a medicine poſſeſſed of the deſic- 
cative property of the Extractum Saturni, will 
ſo far collapſe the veſſels and wither the ſub- 
{tance of the caruncle, as to be in effect cqual to 
its extirpation; and I cannot help thinking that 
Monſ. Goulard himſelf has been miſtaken in the 


effect of his extract, as he attributes its ſucceſs to | 


2 ſuppurative power and not to a ſiccative one; 
which of theſe two properties, preparations of 
lead, in all their various forms, eſſentially enjoy, 
1 believe few people converſant in chymiſtry will 
heſitate to determine. If there be a diſcharge of 
pus from ulcers, whether ſiſtulous or not, in the 
Urethra, together with a diminution of the 
| ſtream 
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Nream of urine, there will be generally ſcirrho- 
e ſelt along the under part of the penis and 
ze inæum. When theſe tumors are ſuffered to 
remain it will be in vain to expect a radical cure; 
whether the matter iſſuing from them be infec- 
tious or not, they muſt be diſſolved before either 
the diſcharge of pus will ceaſe, or the ob- 
ſtruction will be effectually removed. Whilſt 
by means of the medicated catgut bougie the 
Urethra is kept properly dilated, the patient 
ſhould ſit over a ſteam of hot water once a 
day, for half an hour, and during that time 
anoint the perinæum, where the ſcirrhous tu- 
mors are to be felt, with a ſmall quantity 
of the unguentum cœruleum tortius, and for 
his better ſecurity, he ſhould for ſome time 
continue in the uſe of ſuch mercurial alte- 
ratives, and in ſuch proportion as will neither 
bring on a ſpitting or purging; and I believe it 
will be invariably found that theſe obſtructions 
by the above means will be reduced, and the 
diſcharge from the ulcers ceaſe without the pain, 
the miſchief, or confinement from the ſuppu- 
rative bougie; the catgut alone in this caſe will 


ſuffice, as by the reduction of the ſcirrhous 


tumors the ulcer becomes kindly, and the cauſe 
of diſcharge of pus and the obſtruction ceaſes. 
1 When 


„ 
When a diminution of the ſtream of urine is 
brought on by a callous cicatrix, if there be no 
hardneſs felt externally from a tumor accom- 
panying it, nothing more is requiſite than the 
above creatment for the cure of a caruncle, as 
the whole will conſiſt in oppoſing the inclination 
to contract. And it may be ſaid of the ligamen- 
tary bands that croſs the Urethra, and that are 
produced from ulcers inoſculating with each 
other, that the bougie compoſed of the extract 
of lead will be the very beſt application that 
can be ſuggeſted for waſting and ſhrinking that 
ſubſtance, ſo as to remove all incovenience from 
it. From hence I preſume to conclude, that 
ſuppuration brought on by bougies is not neceſ- 
ſary for a cure, or can it be made good by any 
theory, however faſhionable it has been to ſuppole 
ſo. It is a work done by the hand of ſeverity when 
put into practice, where a more rational and 
humane method will ſucceed. I mult not omit 
obſerving, that I think the public owe a good 
deal to Monſ. Goulard for his excellent prepara- 
tion of the extractum ſaturni; amongſt the reſt 
of its qualities, a dilution of it with water, I 
have repeatedly found ſucceſsful in obſtinate 


| gleets that had triumphed over every other en- 
deavour, 
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A gentleman who got an infectious gonorrhœa 
three years ago, and had immediately made ap- 
plication to one of the faculty, never from that 
time was free of a diſcharge of a little quantity of 
pus from the penis, which would be ſometimes 
more and ſometimes leſs as he launched out into 
irregularities, or adhered to temperance. He 
perceived his ſtream of urine conſiderably to leſ- 
len, to come from him forked and irregular, 
and had not altogether a voluntary power over it. 
At laſt, whenever from any particular occaſion 
he made too free, a total ſuppreſſion would en- 
ſue. In one of theſe paroxiſms I firſt ſaw him, 
for which I was obliged to bleed him immode- 
rately, and direct him to the warm bath, which 
relieved him; but the ſuppreſſion of his urine re- 
turned with every excels. He became alarmed 
on both ſides on the danger of his ſituation, if 
he ſhould be from town, where perhaps he could 


not convenicntly have the neceſſary help upon ſo 


emergent an occaſion, and on the bad effects ſuch 
ſevere evacuations madguſeof during the ſuppreſ- 
lion would bring on his conſtitution. Thinking his 


caſe then too ſerious to be neglected, he deſired 


I 2 I would 
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I would purſue every method radically to relieve 
him. I began with the application of the bou- 
gies in common uſe, and found by the intro- 
duction of one of them, that the obſtruction was 
within half an inch of the neck of the bladder. 
I made ſeveral efforts at diſtant periods to paſs the 
ſmalleſt, thoſe of a middle fize, and the largeſt 
over the obſtruction ; I availed myſelf of the ad- 
vantage whilſt he was in the warm bath, and 
immediately upon his coming out of it, to no 
purpoſe. I then left the bougies, as I had been 
taught, to work their own way, by keeping them 
as tight as I could to the obſtruction. This was 
continued for near three months without the leaft 
progreſs. The gentleman was too much engaged 
in buſineſs to give up any time through the 
courſe of the day. At laſt he began to ſicken at 
the means I had hitherto taken, and wiſhed for 
ſome other. He then returned to the warm bath, 


for ſome repeated times, and upon the very firſt 


attempt a medicated ſmall catgut paſſed into the 
bladder. The unguentum cœruleum was applied 
externally as near to the ſeat of obſtruction as 
could be judged; he vilited the warm bath twice 
or three tunes a week, and continued in the uſe 
of the medicated catgut, gradually increaſing the 
ſize, about two months, which was all that was 


done 
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done to perfect the cure. It is eight months ago: 


he continues to urine in a full ſtream, and is as 


free from any urethral complaint, as if he had 
not known any. 


8 II. 


entleman, who eight years ago received 
nitectious gonorrhœa juſt upon the brink of 
his making a voyage, ſo far neglected himſelf 


as ever lince to be troubled with a moſt obſtinate 


diſcharge, and that in large quantities as from a 
recent virulent affair, and ſince, from what I 
could collect from his recapitulation, he has been 
twice or thrice injured in the ſame manner. 
From the firſt his ſtream of urine began to leſſen, 
and he has gradually found an increaſed difficulty 
in the expulſion of it. As often as he arrived in 
England he put himſelf under the care of ſome 
ſurgeon, and at the firſt generally ſucceeded in 
paſſing the bougies ; but from a natural inatten- 
tion he never proſecuted any means for a perfect 
recovery. For the laſt two years he has in vain 
attempted the introduction of the bougie; it was 
always with the moſt unnatural efforts and 


ſtrainings I ever ſaw, that he could make his 


water. Upon his application to me, I remon- 
{trated on the danger of his ſituation ; that fo 
corpulent a man, who fed very high, would 

witch 
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with all the exertions of ſkill run a great riſk of 
his life, if he ſhould be attacked with an inflam- 
mation ſo as to bring on a ſuppreſſion of his urine, 
and more ſo whilſt on the water, that there his 
fate would be inevitable. He went into the warm 
barth repeatedly, and the unguentum cœruleum 
was applied externally along the penis and pe- 
rinæum; he was bled alſo. The ſmalleſt catgut 
found a paſſage into the bladder on the firſt in- 
troduction; there proved to be three obſtruc- 
tions, one a little way up the Urethra, the others 
at the diſtance of about an inch and a half from 
each other farther on. Upon his withdrawing 
the firſt he made his water with more happineſs 
than he had for two years; a larger was immedi- 
ately introduced and the ſize graduated. Within 
four days the ſtream was natural, and he could 
himſelf paſs a bougie of any ſize. His hour for 
departure was come. He was furniſhed with ſuch 
bougies as I before deſcribed to perfect the cure, 
and allo with the medicated catguts in caſe, from 
his omiſſion, he ſhould he obliged to have 
recourſe to them again; he alſo was deſired to 
continue in the uſe of the unguentum, to lit 
over hot water, and took with him ſome mer- 
curial alteratives, as almoſt the whole length 
of the Urethra was thickened and hardened. 
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A waiter at a coffee-houſe applied to me for 
an obſtruction in the Urethra, that had grown to 
a dangerous height, and not from any negligence 
of himſelf, but becauſe he implicitly relied on an 
apothecary in his neighbourhood, who had given 
him medicines by the mouth only for a ſeries of 
time. I found him in a piteous ſtate ; the paſſage 


was ſo narrow that he only diſcharged his urine 


drop by drop, not at any particular time, but 
conſtantly as he walked about. He found his 
conſtitution very much impaired by this ſuppreſ- 
ſion, and it was me harder ypon him, in that he 
was obliged to lit up late at night, and could 
not at the hazard of his place he by in order 
to expedite his cure. Thus fituated he applied to 
me; I paſſed a ſmall catgut, after endeavouring 
in vain to paſs the ſmalleſt of the common con- 
ſtructed bougies, and perſevered in their uſe un- 
till I had gained a deſirable opening, when 1 
perfected a cure in the courſe of three 
months by the daily uſe of bougies moulded into 
the ſame form of thoſe in general, but com- 
pounded of materials which I have experienced, 
by the multitude of opportunities that have 

ariſen 
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ariſen to me within theſe three years, to be the 


ſafeſt and beſt calculated, not only to remove 
the obſtructions, but to prevent their return. 
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A remarkable corpulent man applied me 
for an obſtruction that had been coming on for 
many years, and as he had felt the iron thu, cr 
fects of two ſevere fits of the iſchury, ':- 25 21 
xious of removing the imminent 
every day threatened his life; he had been ney 
a ſurgeon in this town, famed for the uſc und 
application of the common bougies, who found 
himſelf foiled for the very ſame reaſon I have 
given in the foregoing pages, there not being a 
poſlibility of paſſing a bougie of that conſtruc- 
tion through an orifice ſo ſmall and deep ſitua- 
ted as was this I now ſpeak of. I lowered his 
general habit by the warm bath, bleedin g, &c. 
and made a ſucceſsful attempt; but upon 
withdrawing the firſt catgut bougie I found my- 
ſelf diſappointed in the ſecond, and it was not 
until three days after I could ſucceed again, 
owing, I conjectured, to the irritation of the 
parts; I took care to pals the third immediately 


after 


1 


after withdrawing the ſecond: and it muſt be ob- 
ſerved, that in this period of the cure, there 
ſhould be as little intermediate time as poſtible 
betwixt the withdrawing one bougie and pafling 
the other. By this perſeverance and increaſing 
their {ize, I ſucceeded to my aſtoniſhment, and 
it was but a few days before I could paſs one of 
my common conſtructed bougies, which perfect- 
cd a cure in the courſe of three months. From ob- 
{ſervation I have experienced, that there is ſome 
difſiculty in paſſing through the narroweſt ob- 
ſtructions, even this catgut bougie and its ſuc- 
ceſs depend in a great meaſure upon practice, 
which all know is the only guide for facilitating 
diſhculties; Monſ. le Dran had convinced me 
that it could be done, therefore it remained my 


duty and intereſt to endeavour to do it, and my 
ſucceſs has ſhewn that 1 have not failed. And TI 


farther obſerve, that I never make ule of this 
ſpecies of bougie where my others will do: I try 
the ſmalleſt of the other ſort firit, and if after 
every endeavour I do not ſucceed, it is then 
that I have recourſe to the catgut fort. 
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\ gentleman went ten vears ago to be under 
the care of Monſ. Daran to Paris, for an obſtruc- 
tion, and aftcr remaining there fix weeks came 
away ſo much reheved as to think himſelf per- 
tectly recovered. Within thete laſt three years 
he perceived ea gradual diminution of his ftrcam 
of urine, and at laſt it became fo ſmall as to re- 
duce him to the neceſſity of applyirs to me; 
upon trial 1 found I could not pals my common 
bougie. I then prepared him in the warm 
bath, and patſled one of my catgut bougies. 1 at- 
tended him very diligently tor two days, when 
I had gained ſo conſiderable an opening as to en- 
courage him in perſevering in their uſe. He after- 
wards paſſed them himſelf, and preferred them to 
any other ſort, becaute he could walk and he 
more at his caſe with them. He continued them 
tor two months, and half a year afterwards re- 
newed their uſc, and as far as I know is perfectly 
recovered. I muſt obſerve, that when an ob- 
ſtruction is of long ſtanding, and becomes habi— 
tual (as there is a greater rigidit y in the conſti- 
tution of a perlon advanced in years, the parts 
being leſs moiſt and lets hable to undergo any 
alteration) the patient thould compound with 

the 
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the removal of the dangerous part of the ſymp- 
toms, and when he finds a paflage hath been 
gained ſo as to admit of a large bougie, he 
ſhould conſtantly be watchful that there be no 
return of the complaint. To obviate this with 
the leaſt trouble to himſelf, and to remove all 
anxiety, he may pais one of my common large 
bougies once a week, and let it remain an hour 
or two. 


F 


A gentleman from the Eaſt Indies applied to 
me, after having uſed other bougies, for an ob— 
ſtruction he had very nigh to the neck of the 
bladder, accompanied by a hardneſs externally 
to be felt along the perinæum: he told me that 
he had bcen in conſtant uſe of bougics for two 
years, but did not lind that the paſlage was at all 
enlarged notwithſtanding, if he forebore the 
wearing of them tor any time. 1 convinced lum 
that he could not expect a perfect cure whilit the 
ſchirroſity on the perinæum remained. He ſub— 
mitted to the application of the vapour: bath to 
the part, which, together with the uſe of a ſmall 
quantity of unguent. ccerul. fort. and my com- 
mon bougics, the ſchirrhus was diflolved, and the 
obſtruction removed in the courſe of fix weeks, 
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A field officer in America upon his embarka- 
tion applied to me on account of an obſtruction, 
through which he could not paſs a common bou- 
gie, notwithſtanding he had been attended by an 
eminent ſurgeon in this metropolis ; he intro- 
duced my catgut bougies himſelf, and continued 
in the uſe of them after his arrival at America, 
and when he had exhauſted his firit ſtock, he 
wrote home for more, declaring that the ſuc— 
ceſs of thoſe had exceeded his expectation, and 
that he did not doubt but that he ſhould be 
efſectually cured, when time ſerved him for the 
conſtant application of others. 


. 


A gentleman of one of the univerſities applied 
to me for an obſtruction brought on very rapidly 
after a firſt gonorrhœa; this was a very uncom- 
mon circumſtance in a ſubject twenty-one years 
of age, and led me to enquire into the manner of 


his having been treated, I found that he had 


been very liberally purged, and that the running 
had continued on him for upwards of fix months; 
it 
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it was with the greateſt difliculty I could paſs the 
ſmalleſt of my common bougies; but I at length 
ſucceeded, and by a continual repetition of them 


for two months, the diſcharge ceaſed, and the 
obſtruction was removed, 


G A 8 IX. 


A ſervant of a nobleman applied to me for a 
complaint in the Urethra that he had laboured 
nder for ſix years, and had, on account of the 
ſecrecy that he made of his caſe, undergone many 
dliſſiculties and much pain, eſpecially when he ir- 
ritated the parts by riding poſt, not only in his 
attendance on his maſter through the continent, 
ut in lis journeys from town to country, He 
through diſſidence would not apply to his maiter's 
ſurgeon, but put himſelf under the care of a fo- 
reign quack, who had loaded him with violent 
forcing medicines, and had as much endangered 
his conſtitution as he had drained his pocket. 
From a robuſt {tout fellow he was reduced to a 
hypochondriac ſtalking object; his complaint 
yielded to my common bougies, and in the 


courſe of three months he could pals the largeſt 
of them. 


CAS. 


G 


I ſhall ſubjoin one cafe of a venereal caries; it 
was of anaval ofſicer, who was attacked at ſea with 
pains in his bones, and a cares fucccedcd to it of 
the upper jaw, his upper fore tceth were looſe, the 
palate ulcerated; he came home, after having 
molt liberally uſed mercurials in all forms, full 
of pains, the caries ſpreading on the upper jaw, 
his boncs of his legs and arms enlarged, diſtracted 
with pain at night, offenſive breath, and emaci- 
ated beyond conception, —lI adviſed him milk 
diet, and ſarſa decoction ; 2 drachm of the cœru— 
leum only was rubbed on his legs weekly, and the 
tree uſe of the vapour bath, his pains gradually 
abated, his fleſh and ſpirits recovered, the carics 
of the jaw exfoliated, and the enlarged boncs re- 
turned to a ſound ſtate. I have {till the ſatisfac- 
tion to tind that he continues as healthy as if no- 
thing had ever happened to him. 


OBSERVATION. 


It appeared to me from this caſe, and it alſo 
hath before been inſtanced to my conviction, 
that when there is a misture in the habit of 
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{curvy with virus (venereal) how diflicult the ex- 
tirpation of it is, and what ravage the diſeaſe 
commits, and that the ciiect of mercurials when 


the blood is broken down, 1ts texture that con- 
ſtitutes health is diſſolved, and the whole ſyſtem 


emaciated either by ſcurvy, hard drinking, or 


care, is very ineflicacious ; and until the wonted 


conſiſtence of the ſyſtem is reſtored by vapour 
baths, air, and milk diet, no attempt to extir- 
pate the virus will ſucceed, or will the caries on 
bones exfoliate, enlargement of bones diſlolve, 
or the nocturnal pains produced through them 
be calily compoſed. 


CASE-XI. 


On the Tranſlation of Venereal Virus from the Ure- 
thra to the Eye. 


A gentleman of Scotland was recommended 
to me for a virulent gonorrhcea; the firſt timel 
ſaw him he complained alſo of his eye being in- 
flamed, which was the ſecond day after the diſ- 
caſe had diſcovered itſelt.---I bled him, gave him 
the neceſſary remedies for the gonorrhcea, and 
called on him the next day, when I tound his 
eye more inflamed, and the inflammation of che 

Urethra 
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Urethra leſſened; I bled him again, fomented an 
poulticed the eye. The next day his pain of the 
eye was increaſed, he complained of a violent 
throbbing, it diſcharged a purulent matter, and 
the tunica conjunctiva was in a higher ſtate of in- 
flammation than I ever faw any before: I applicd 
leeches to his temples, bliſters behind the ears, 
injected milk and water, renewed poultices, &c. 
the inflammation of the Urethra by this time was 
perfectly abated, and little diſcharge. appeared 
from it —The morning following I found his 
pain had not the leaſt abated ; upon railing the 
eye-lid there was one continued fleſhy appear- 


ance, which protruded ſo as to leave the eye 


half ſhut. —The fame remedies were uſed, ſuch 
as repeated bleeding, and his medicines were ni- 
tre powders, and the mercurtus calcinatus with 
opium.—The diſcharge was prodigious ; the in- 
flammation not yielding to any of the general re- 
vulſive means, I continucd the fomentation and 
poultice, with the addition of Goulard's extract, 
The ſymptoms the next day not being the Icaſt 
abated, I ſolicited a conſultation ; the furgeon met 
me the next day, and we propoſed touching the 
carnous fungus of the conjunctiva with a inc 
powder of the mercur. calcin. mixed with po- 


matum by a camel bruſh; this increaſed the pain 
10 
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ſo much that we directly deſiſted and returned 
to the former method a day or two longer, when 
the pain gradually abated, the carnous appear- 
ance declined. We then gave him bark, which 
ſucceeded very well, but the iſſue was, that the 
cornea was thickened, the cryſtalline from infla- 
mation became opaque, and he loſt his eye. The 
cauſe of this unfortunate caſe was from his hav- 
ing previouſly a weak eye lie waſhed it with 
his urine, and thus conveyed the infection, 


OBSERVATION. 


found no aſliſtance in this caſe from any au- 
chor but Aſtruc ; Warner docs not mention it in 
his treatiſe on the eyes. Aſtruc is the only one 
who does, and he adviſes a total diſſection away 
of the ſleſhy conjunctiva z how this is to be done 
whilſt the patient is in ſuch a ſituation I know 
not, but I tcar the remedy would be worſe than 
the diſeaſe. A venereal ophthalmy is common, 
but this is the only gonorrhcea of the eye that I 
have ever ſeen, or do I know any one who ever 
ſaw another, 
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